
Air Marshal Sir Keith Park: The Man Who Won
the Battle of Britain
Air Marshal Sir Keith Park was a New Zealand-born British Royal Air Force
officer who played a key role in the Battle of Britain. He is widely credited
with devising the tactics that led to the RAF's victory over the Luftwaffe.
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Park was born in Thames, New Zealand, on 15 June 1892. He joined the
Royal Flying Corps in 1914 and served as a fighter pilot during World War I.
After the war, he remained in the RAF and rose through the ranks,
eventually becoming Air Marshal in 1940.

In July 1940, Park was appointed commander of No. 11 Group, which was
responsible for the air defense of south-eastern England. The Battle of
Britain began on 10 July 1940, and Park's group played a vital role in
repelling the German Luftwaffe. Park's tactics, which involved using radar
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to detect enemy aircraft and then scrambling fighters to intercept them,
proved to be highly effective.

The Battle of Britain was a turning point in World War II. The RAF's victory
prevented the Germans from invading Britain and gave the Allies a much-
needed boost in morale. Park's role in the victory was recognized with a
knighthood in 1941.

Park continued to serve in the RAF after the war and retired in 1946. He
died in 1975.

Park's Legacy

Air Marshal Sir Keith Park is remembered as one of the greatest air
commanders in history. His tactics played a key role in the RAF's victory in
the Battle of Britain, and he is widely credited with saving Britain from
invasion.

Park's legacy continues to inspire airmen and women around the world. He
is a role model for leadership, courage, and innovation.

Further Reading

Air Marshal Sir Keith Park at the RAF Museum

Keith Park at NZHistory

Keith Park at Traces of War
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Reminiscences of a Hebridean School Master,
1890-1913: A Unforgettable Journey Into the
Past
Immerse Yourself in a Captivating Memoir of Education and Life in the
Hebridean Islands Step back in time to the rugged beauty of the
Hebridean Islands in the late 19th and...

Push Past Impossible: The Unstoppable
Journey of Ryan Stramrood
About the Book Ryan Stramrood was born into a life of poverty and
hardship. At the age of five, he was...
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