Black Friday: The Eyemouth Fishing Disaster
of 1881

On November 14, 1881, the fishing village of Eyemouth, Scotland, was
struck by an unspeakable tragedy. A fierce storm ravaged the North Sea,
claiming the lives of 189 fishermen and leaving behind a shattered
community. The disaster, known as Black Friday, became one of the
deadliest maritime disasters in British history.
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The morning of November 14 dawned bright and clear, with a gentle breeze

A Fateful Morning

blowing over Eyemouth harbor. As the sun began to rise, dozens of fishing
boats set sail, their crews eager to catch the day's harvest. Among them
were the Louisa, the Ariel, and the Reaper, vessels that would forever be
etched into the annals of tragedy.
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As the day wore on, the weather took a sudden and sinister turn. The wind
whipped into a gale, and the sea grew choppy. By nightfall, a full-blown
storm was raging, with waves crashing relentlessly against the coast. The
fishing boats, caught in the tempest's fury, were at the mercy of the
unforgiving sea.

A Night of Terror

As darkness enveloped Eyemouth, the storm reached its peak. The fishing
boats were tossed and turned like toys, their crews fighting desperately
against the relentless onslaught. One by one, the vessels succumbed to
the fury of the sea. The Reaper foundered with all hands lost, as did the
Ariel and the Louisa.

On the shore, the villagers watched in horror as the storm raged. They
knew that their loved ones were out there, battling for their lives. As the
night wore on, hope dwindled with each passing hour. By dawn, the storm
had subsided, leaving behind a scene of utter devastation.

The Aftermath

In the aftermath of the disaster, Eyemouth was a village in mourning. Of the
189 fishermen who had set sail that fateful morning, only 13 survived. The
loss was unimaginable, and the community was left reeling from the
tragedy.

The disaster had a profound impact on Eyemouth. The fishing industry,
which had been the lifeblood of the village, was decimated. Many families
lost their fathers, husbands, and sons, leaving behind a void that could
never be filled.



Legacy of a Tragedy

In the years that followed, the memory of Black Friday lived on in
Eyemouth. A memorial was erected on the harborfront, bearing the names
of the lost fishermen. The disaster also served as a catalyst for change,
leading to improved safety regulations for the fishing industry.

Today, Black Friday remains a poignant reminder of the dangers faced by
those who work at sea. It is a story of unimaginable loss and survival, a
testament to the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

The Eyemouth Fishing Disaster in Literature

The Eyemouth Fishing Disaster has been the subject of numerous books,
poems, and songs. One of the most notable works is the book Black Friday
by James L. Allan. Published in 1971, the book provides a detailed account
of the disaster, based on extensive research and interviews with survivors
and their families.

Allan's book paints a vivid picture of the events of that fateful day, capturing
the terror and despair experienced by the fishermen and their loved ones. It
is a powerful and moving tribute to the victims of the tragedy and a
reminder of the importance of remembering the past.

The Eyemouth Fishing Disaster of 1881 stands as a tragic reminder of the
dangers faced by those who work at sea. It is a story of unimaginable loss
and survival, a testament to the resilience of the human spirit in the face of
adversity.

Through books like Black Friday, the memory of the disaster lives on,
ensuring that the victims are never forgotten and that the lessons learned



from their sacrifice continue to be passed down through generations.
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