
Clara Luper and the 1958 Oklahoma City Sit-
Ins: A Story of Courage and Resilience

Clara Luper: A Pioneer in the Civil Rights Movement

Clara Luper, born in 1923, was an African American schoolteacher and civil
rights activist. She played a pivotal role in the Oklahoma City sit-ins of
1958, which were a series of nonviolent protests that challenged
segregation in the city's restaurants and other public places.
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Luper's passion for social justice stemmed from her own experiences of
racial discrimination. Growing up in rural Oklahoma, she witnessed
firsthand the hardships faced by African Americans in the segregated
South. After graduating from college, she returned to Oklahoma and
became a teacher, determined to make a difference in the lives of her
students.

The Seed of Resistance

In 1957, Luper attended the Little Rock Nine crisis, where she witnessed
the inspiring resistance of nine African American students who
desegregated Central High School in Arkansas. This event sparked in her a
deep conviction that change was possible through nonviolent protest.

Back in Oklahoma City, Luper organized a group of students from her high
school, the all-black Douglass High School. Together, they planned a series
of sit-ins to challenge the city's segregation laws.

The Sit-Ins Begin

On August 19, 1958, a group of seven students, known as the "Oklahoma
City 13," entered Katz Drug Store in downtown Oklahoma City and
requested service at the lunch counter. They were denied due to their race.
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Instead of leaving, the students remained seated at the counter, peacefully
protesting the segregation.

The sit-ins quickly gained momentum, with more students joining the
protest and expanding to other restaurants in the city. Within a few weeks,
hundreds of students were involved in the movement.

Facing Hostility and Violence

The sit-ins were met with harsh resistance from the white community.
Protesters were harassed, threatened, and even attacked. The police often
arrested the students and charged them with trespassing.

Despite the violence and intimidation, Luper and her students remained
steadfast in their nonviolent approach. They sang hymns, read books, and
prayed while they waited for service. Their resilience and determination
inspired others to join the movement.

The Outcome: Partial Victory

After months of peaceful protest, the restaurant owners of Oklahoma City
agreed to desegregate their lunch counters. However, other public places,
such as hotels and theaters, remained segregated.

The Oklahoma City sit-ins were a significant step forward in the fight for
civil rights in the United States. They demonstrated the power of nonviolent
resistance and inspired other cities to organize similar protests.

Clara Luper's Legacy

Clara Luper's role in the Oklahoma City sit-ins earned her national
recognition. She received awards and honors for her activism and became



a respected figure in the civil rights movement.

She continued to speak out against injustice and dedicated her life to social
change. She founded the Juneteenth Freedom Festival in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, an annual event that celebrates the abolition of slavery and
promotes education and cultural awareness.

Clara Luper passed away in 2014, but her legacy lives on. She is
remembered as a courageous pioneer who fought for racial equality and
paved the way for future generations of activists.

The Book: Clara Luper and the 1958 Oklahoma City Sit-Ins

The book "Clara Luper and the 1958 Oklahoma City Sit-Ins" provides a
comprehensive account of this pivotal event in the civil rights movement. It
draws on interviews with Luper and her students, as well as archival
research, to present a detailed narrative of the sit-ins and their impact.

The book explores the challenges faced by African Americans in Oklahoma
City, Clara Luper's leadership role, and the wider significance of the sit-ins.
It is an inspiring story of courage, resilience, and the transformative power
of nonviolent protest.

Whether you are a student of history, an activist for social justice, or simply
someone interested in the struggle for civil rights, "Clara Luper and the
1958 Oklahoma City Sit-Ins" is a powerful and moving read. It is a
testament to the determination and sacrifice of those who fought for
equality and a reminder that change is possible when we stand together
and speak out for justice.
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