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In today's rapidly changing and economically challenging world, community
economic development (CED) has emerged as a crucial pillar of social
work practice. CED empowers communities, particularly those facing
systemic barriers, to take control of their economic destinies and drive
sustainable social change.

This comprehensive guide, meticulously crafted for social workers and
community practitioners, delves into the foundations of CED, providing a
roadmap for transformative practice. We will explore the history, principles,
and key concepts of CED, examining its role in promoting economic justice,
fostering community resilience, and building thriving, equitable
communities.

Historical Roots of CED

CED has its roots in the early 20th century, emerging as a response to
widespread poverty and inequality. Settlement workers and social
reformers recognized the need for comprehensive approaches that
addressed both the social and economic challenges faced by marginalized
communities.

The Great Depression further highlighted the importance of community-led
economic initiatives, and the War on Poverty in the 1960s provided
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significant funding and support for CED programs. Over the decades, CED
has evolved to incorporate a diverse array of strategies and practices,
reflecting changing economic conditions and community needs.

Principles of CED

CED is guided by a set of core principles that shape its approach to
community engagement and economic empowerment:

Community-driven: CED prioritizes the voices and perspectives of
community members, ensuring that development initiatives are aligned
with their needs and aspirations.

Holistic: CED recognizes the interconnectedness of social, economic,
and environmental factors, and strives for comprehensive solutions
that address multiple dimensions of community well-being.

Equitable: CED promotes economic justice by addressing systemic
barriers and disparities, ensuring that all community members have the
opportunity to participate in and benefit from economic growth.

Sustainable: CED aims to create lasting economic change by
fostering community ownership, resilience, and long-term prosperity.

Key Concepts in CED

Understanding the key concepts of CED is essential for effective practice:

Economic Empowerment: Equipping individuals and communities
with the knowledge, skills, and resources to participate fully in the
economy.



Community Wealth Building: Strategies that increase the collective
assets and resources of a community, such as affordable housing,
worker cooperatives, and community land trusts.

Community Development Corporations (CDCs): Nonprofit
organizations that play a vital role in implementing CED initiatives,
providing services such as business development, job training, and
affordable housing.

Economic Justice: Challenging systemic barriers and inequalities that
perpetuate economic disadvantage, creating a more just and equitable
society.

CED in Social Work Practice

Social workers have a critical role to play in CED, bringing their expertise in
community engagement, social justice, and human development to the
field. CED offers social workers:

A Framework for Community Empowerment: CED provides a
structured approach for engaging communities in identifying and
addressing their economic challenges.

Tools for Community Mobilization: CED strategies empower social
workers to mobilize communities and build coalitions for change.

Opportunities for Advocacy: CED allows social workers to advocate
for policies and programs that support community economic
development.

A Path to Social Justice: CED aligns with the social work
profession's commitment to social justice by addressing the root
causes of economic inequality and creating a more equitable society.



Case Studies and Best Practices

To illustrate the transformative power of CED, let's explore two case
studies:

1. The Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative (DSNI),Boston: DSNI is
a community-based organization that has worked for over 40 years to
revitalize the Dudley Street neighborhood in Boston. Through a range
of CED strategies, including affordable housing development, business
support, and youth programs, DSNI has helped create a thriving and
equitable community.

2. The Oakland Community Land Trust (OCLT),Oakland: OCLT is a
nonprofit organization that acquires land for the purpose of creating
permanently affordable housing. By removing land speculation and
keeping homes in community ownership, OCLT has helped stabilize
the housing market in Oakland and create a more just and equitable
city.

Community economic development is an essential pillar of social work
practice, providing a transformative framework for empowering
communities and promoting economic justice. By embracing the principles
and key concepts of CED, social workers can play a pivotal role in creating
thriving, equitable communities where all members have the opportunity to
reach their full potential.

We encourage you to delve deeper into the world of CED and explore the
resources and opportunities available to you. Together, we can build a
more just and prosperous future for all.
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