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In Nicola Griffith's Spear, war is not just a conflict fought on a distant
battlefield. It's a wound that infects the soul, a poison that seeps into every
corner of society. The novel follows the journey of Tau, a soldier who
returns home after a long and brutal war, only to find a world that has
changed irrevocably.

Tau's home is a city called Jao, once a thriving metropolis but now a
shadow of its former glory. The war has left its mark on every building and
every face. The people of Jao are still struggling to come to terms with the
loss and devastation, and they are divided on how to rebuild their society.

Tau is a outsider in his own city. He has seen the horrors of war, and he
knows that the old ways will not work anymore. He wants to create a new
society, a better society, one that is based on peace and equality. But his
dreams are met with resistance from those who believe that the old ways
are the only way.

Spear is a powerful and moving novel about the cost of war and the power
of hope. It is a story that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

The Characters
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Tau is a complex and well-developed character. He is a war hero, but he is
also a deeply flawed man. He has seen the worst that humanity has to
offer, and it has left him scarred. But he is also a man of compassion and
hope. He believes that a better world is possible, and he is determined to
fight for it.

The other characters in Spear are equally well-drawn. There is Jao, Tau's
home city, a place that is both beautiful and broken. There is Jael, Tau's
love interest, a woman who is as strong and independent as she is
beautiful. And there is the war, a constant presence that hangs over
everything.

The Themes

Spear is a novel that explores a number of important themes, including:

The cost of war

The power of hope

The importance of identity

The need for change

Griffith does not shy away from the dark side of humanity. She shows us
the horrors of war, the pain and suffering that it inflicts. But she also shows
us the resilience of the human spirit. The people of Jao have been through
hell, but they are still determined to rebuild their lives. They are still hopeful
for a better future.

The Writing



Griffith's writing is lyrical and evocative. She has a gift for creating vivid and
memorable images. The world of Spear is a rich and complex one, and
Griffith brings it to life with her words.

Spear is a challenging and rewarding novel. It is a book that will make you
think, feel, and hope. If you are looking for a powerful and moving story
about the cost of war and the power of hope, then I highly recommend
Spear.
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