History of Ancient Woodbury Connecticut
From The First Indian Deed In 1659

Step back in time to the captivating era of Ancient Woodbury, Connecticut,
where history unfolds with each turn of the page. This comprehensive
guide invites you on an insightful journey into the town's rich past, dating
back to the pivotal Indian deed of 1659. Prepare to delve into the intriguing
events, notable figures, and architectural treasures that have shaped
Woodbury's enduring legacy.
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The Genesis of Woodbury: The Indian Deed of 1659

Woodbury's story begins with the acquisition of land from the Paugussett
Native Americans in 1659. This significant Indian deed marked the genesis
of the town and laid the foundation for its future growth and development. It
is a testament to the intricate relationship between the settlers and the
indigenous population that inhabited the region.
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Pioneer Settlers and the Establishment of Woodbury

As settlers gradually arrived in the newly acquired territory, they established
farmsteads and laid the groundwork for a thriving community. Among the
prominent early settlers were Peter Brinsmade, John Minor, and John
Sherman, whose descendants played instrumental roles in shaping
Woodbury's identity. These pioneers faced numerous challenges, including
harsh winters, conflicts with Native Americans, and the need to establish
self-sufficiency in a wilderness setting.

Woodbury's Role in the American Revolution

During the American Revolution, Woodbury emerged as a stronghold of
patriotism. lts citizens actively participated in the war effort, providing
soldiers, supplies, and unwavering support for the cause of independence.
The town's proximity to New York City, a major British stronghold, made it a
strategic location for military skirmishes and intelligence gathering.



Architectural Treasures and Historic Landmarks

Woodbury boasts an impressive collection of historic buildings that reflect
its rich architectural heritage. The Glebe House, built in 1740, is a fine
example of Georgian architecture and once served as the residence of the
town's minister. The Old Academy Building, dating back to 1796, housed
the town's first school and later became a center for abolitionist activities.
These structures stand as testaments to Woodbury's architectural legacy
and its commitment to education and social justice.

Witchcraft Trials in Woodbury
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Like many other New England towns during the 17th century, Woodbury
experienced a period of heightened fear and superstition surrounding
witchcraft. In 1681, Elizabeth Clawson was accused of bewitching several
young women, leading to her arrest and trial. Despite the lack of concrete
evidence, Clawson was found guilty and sentenced to death, making her
one of the few individuals executed for witchcraft in Connecticut history.
Her tragic story underscores the complexities and prejudices of that era.

Woodbury Authors and Literary Legacy

Woodbury has been home to several notable authors who have left their
mark on American literature. Frederick William Gunn, a prominent 19th-
century author, wrote extensively about the history of Woodbury and the
surrounding region. His works provide valuable insights into the town's past
and its contributions to Connecticut's literary landscape.

Culture and Traditions in Woodbury

Throughout its history, Woodbury has cultivated a vibrant culture and rich
traditions. The town is renowned for its annual Pumpkin Festival, which
attracts visitors from far and wide to celebrate the autumn harvest.
Woodbury also hosts a variety of cultural events, art exhibitions, and
musical performances throughout the year, showcasing the town's
commitment to the arts and community engagement.

The history of Ancient Woodbury, Connecticut, is a captivating tapestry
woven from the threads of time. From its humble beginnings as a frontier
settlement to its role in the American Revolution and its enduring
architectural legacy, Woodbury's story is one of resilience, innovation, and
unwavering community spirit. This comprehensive guide has provided a



glimpse into the town's rich past, offering a deeper appreciation for its
enduring significance.

As you delve into the history of Woodbury, be sure to explore its historic
landmarks, engage with its vibrant culture, and discover the captivating
stories that have shaped this remarkable town. Woodbury stands as a
testament to the indomitable human spirit and the enduring power of
community.
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