Woody Guthrie and the Dust Bowl Ballads: A
Journey into the Heart of American Folklore

In the depths of the Great Depression, as the dust storms ravaged the
Great Plains, a young folksinger named Woody Guthrie emerged as a
voice for the dispossessed. His Dust Bowl! Ballads, a collection of songs
that chronicled the struggles and resilience of the American people during
this devastating era, became a timeless masterpiece of American music.

Born in Okemah, Oklahoma, in 1912, Guthrie was raised in a musical
family. He learned to play the guitar at an early age and began writing
songs as a teenager. In 1935, he left home and began traveling the
country, playing his music for anyone who would listen. He spent time in
migrant camps, hobo jungles, and mining towns, and his experiences with
the working class shaped his music and his worldview.
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When the Dust Bowl struck in the mid-1930s, Guthrie was deeply affected
by the suffering he witnessed. He saw families losing their homes, their
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farms, and their livelihoods. He saw people struggling to survive in the face
of unimaginable hardship. And he wrote songs about what he saw.

The Dust Bowl Ballads are a powerful indictment of the social and
economic conditions that led to the Great Depression. They are also a
celebration of the human spirit, of the resilience and determination of the
American people. Guthrie's songs are filled with compassion, empathy, and
a deep sense of justice.

One of the most famous Dust Bowl Ballads is "Do Re Mi." The song tells
the story of a family who is forced to leave their home and travel west in
search of a better life. The family sings "Do Re Mi" as they travel, and the
song becomes a symbol of their hope and resilience.

Another Dust Bowl Ballad, "So Long, It's Been Good to Know Y'all," is a
poignant farewell to the Great Plains. The song tells the story of a farmer
who is forced to sell his farm and move away. As he leaves, he sings "So
long, it's been good to know y'all," and the song becomes a symbol of the
loss and displacement that the Dust Bowl caused.

The Dust Bowl Ballads were a major influence on American folk music.
They helped to popularize folk music and to bring it to a wider audience.
They also helped to raise awareness of the plight of the American working
class during the Great Depression.

Woody Guthrie died in 1967, but his music continues to inspire and move
people today. The Dust Bowl Ballads are a timeless masterpiece of
American music, and they are a testament to the power of music to
document history and to give voice to the voiceless.



Images of Woody Guthrie and the Dust Bowl
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A Dust Bowl family in Oklahoma, 1936. (Dorothea Lange, Library of Congress)
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